CH/27/2006 15:07 FAX 415 362 2928 



FLIESLER MEYER LLP -* USPTO CENTRAL 



@1007 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claimfe 1-27, 33-35, and 47-48 are|pendiiig in the application. Please replace the claims with 
the claims lisl ed as shown below. All pending claims are reproduced below, including those that 

remain unchanged. ' 

i 

This lijsting of claims will replace ill prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claams , 



1. (Currently amended) A systejm for placing and maintaining anchored conversations 

i 1 

within an artifact comprising a file having a file type, the system comprising: 

an application configured to access the artifact, wherein the application is associated with the 



file type; 



conversation 



a conversation client configured! to access said anchored conversation and to receive 
communications regarding a portion of the artifact, while the artifact is viewed within the 
application; 

an anchor configured to identify a location within said artifact with which said conversation 
client is associated; [[and]] 

a conversation coordinator configured to maintain a relationship between the anchor, the 

conversation client and the anchored conversation; 

i 

at least one conversation database accessible by the conversation coordinator, said 



Jatabase including a conversation history and access control data, wherein said 



conversation Mstorv comprises: 



conveirsation elements and meta data, including command invocations, anchor positions^ 



anchor context, conversation state changed, and shared artifact version data; and 



wherei n said access control data comprises access control lists, user accounts, and user 



privileges. 

2. (Pieviously Presented) Hie system according to claim 1, wherein said conversation 
coordinator and said conversation client arfe separate applications linked together by communications 
such that said Conversation coordinator directs initiation and positioning of said conversation client 
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3- (Pi 
configured to 



're' 



viously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein the application is 
illow access to sections of tjie artifact outside the anchor. 



4. (Cancelled) j 

i 

5. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said conversation coordinator comprises, 

a request handler configured to receive conversation requests from a requesting conversation 
client, and 

a clierJt mechanism configured to iinirjate a recipient conversation client having an anchor 
position, application, and artifact equivalent to the application, artifact, and anchor position of the 
requesting conversation client. 

6. (Original) The system according to claim 5, wherein said request handler includes an 



approval mec 



lanism that identifies whether an intended recipient of the conversation request 



approves entering into an anchored conversation. 

7. (Original) The system according to claim 6, wherein said approval mechanism includes 

i 

an id device tlkat identifies all participants of a conversation to the intended recipient. 



8. 

said 

a startup 
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(Original) The system according to claim 5, wherein: 
client mechanism comprises, 



initiate a target application associated with a conversation 



mechanism configured to ; 
request receivfed by the request handler; 

i 

a retrieval mechanism configured! to retrieve an artifact associated with the conversation 
request and lolad the retrieval artifact into [the target application; 

a connection manager configured to establish a communications link with the requesting 
conversation client and the recipient conversation client; and 

an anc hor device configured to lcicate and attach the recipient conversation client to the 
equivalent anchor position in the retrieved artifact. 
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configured to 
conversation 
moved. 



9. (Ohginal) The system according to claim 8, wherein said anchor device is further 
1 rack a location of said equivalent anchor position, and position a user interface of the 
c lient to within a predetermined proximity of the anchor if a position of the anchor is 



10. 

an attachment 
the corresponding 

anunattach 
correspondin| 

a reattachment 
its correspondtn 



(CTigi; 



iginal) The system according to claim 8, wherein said anchor device comprises: 
device configured td maintain a position of the conversation client relative to 
anchor, 

i 

device configured to disassociate the position of the conversation client from a 
anchor, and 

device configured to re-attach a detached conversation client to the position of 
g anchor. 



11-14 (Cancelled) 



I 



15. (Original) The system according to claim 1, further comprising: 

an API mechanism configured to initiate at least one target application and load an artifact 

i 

into the target application; and j 

an anchor device configured to anchor a conversation client to one of the artifact and an 
anchor of the artifact. 

i 
i 

I 

16. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said API mechanism includes at 

least one appL cation control device configured to direct operations of at least one target application 

I 

via a target apjplication programming interface. 

i , 

i 

17. (Original) The system according to claim 5 S wherein said conversation coordinator 
further comprises a synchronization device configured to notify a user of the recipient conversation 
client if the aitifact associated with the recipient conversation client becomes out of sync with a 
master docum ent [ 
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18. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said synchronization device 
includes an aqtivatable input mechanism bjy which a user may activate a synchronization process to 
update the out of synch artifact. 

19. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said conversation coordinator 
further comprises an update mechanism Configured to update the artifact based on changes to the 
master document. | 

; i 

i 
i 

20. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said master document is the 



artifact of the 



requesting conversation client 



21 . (Original) The system according to claim 5, wherein said conversation coordinator 
further compises an anchor identification mechanism configured to identify other anchored 
conversations in the artifact of the recipient conversation client and one of highlight, grey, and make 
invisible each] identified anchor based on 'a predetermined access/privacy setting. 



22. (CfXriginal) The system accoijding to claim 1, wherein said conversation coordinator 
comprises: 

a clieiit mechanism configured to Initiate a conversation client; and 
an anchor device configured to position the conversation client relative to one of said 
application and an anchor of said artifact 



23. ((paginal) The system according to claim 1, wherein said conversation coordinator 

i 

further comprises a messaging device configured to receive messages from said application. 

! 

i 

24. (Original) The system according to claim 23, wherein said messages include at least one 
of an anchor position, invocation of an anlchored conversation, and adding an anchor. 
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25, (Original) The system accoijding to claim 1, wherein said conversation coordinator 

i 

includes a con|imanications device configured to route communications, from the conversation client 
to a communications network, and from the communications network to the conversation client 

26. (Original) The system accordihg to claim 25, wherein said communications device isan 
IRC client configured to pass and retrieve communication to an IRC network. 



r Jin£ to i 



27. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said cc nversation coordinator includes a database mechanism configured to connect a remote 
database as a silent participant to the conversation client. 



28-32 



(Canceled) 



! 

| ! 

33. (C!urrently amended) A system for invoking anchored conversations having artifacts of 
applications as a context, comprising: 5 

an apjlication conversation interface (AO) having an application access mechanism that 

i ! 

allows access and manipulation of application operations of each of the said applications; 

an anchor mechanism configured |to identify and attach a conversation client to a selected 

anchor positic n in an artifact; and j 

i 

a communications device configured to route communications, from the conversation client 
to a communications network, and from the communications network to the conversation client, 

wherein said communications ddvice is an IRC client configured to pass and retrieve 
communication to an IRC networ k: and 



aUeas 



one conversation database accessible bv the conversation coordinator. 



said conversation database including a conversation history and access control data, 

! 

wherein said conversation history comprises: 



Attorney Docket: 
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conversation elements and metadata, including command 
invocations, anchor positions, anchor context conversation state 
changes, and shared artifact version data: and 
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wherein said access control data comprises access control lists* user accounts, 
and user privileges , 

i 

34. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 33, wherein said conversation 
client comprises a communication client jcapable of any one of text, sound, graphic, tacil e tactile, 
video, and other communication mediums. 

i 

35. (Original) The system according to claim 33 f further comprising: 
a conversation coordinator configured to, 

receive initiation requests from an 1 application, 

initiate; a conversation client to te anchored at an anchor position associated with the 
initiation request, and 

send anchored conversation requjest for initiating an anchored conversation client at a 
recipient host having a same application, artifact, and anchor position as the requesting conversation 
client. 



36-46 



[Canceled) 



means 
requestor host 
means 



47. (Currently Amended) A system for anchored conversations, comprising: 
means for initiating and maintaining conversation clients at each of a requesting host and a 
recipient host, including, j 

means for receiving an anchored conversation request from an application at a requestor host, 
said application having an artifact with an Anchor identifying a location of an anchored conversation; 

for initiating a requestor conversation client associated with the application at a 



for anchoring said requestor jconversation client, comprising a means for maintaining a 
position of said requestor conversation fclient relative to said anchor of said artifact of said 

i 

application at >aid requestor host; 

means for requesting startup of a recipient conversation client; 

means for at least one of conversation history data and access control data: 



storage 
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I 



means for starting said application at a recipient host; 

means for retrieving a copy of said artifact into said application at said recipient host; and 
means for anchoring said recipient j conversation client, comprising a means for maintaining a 

position of sai d recipient conversation cliejnt relative to said anchor of said artifact of said application 

at said recipient host; 

wherein said means for anchoringlfurther comprise: 

request means configured to receive conversation requests from a requesting conversation 
client; and ; 

a client mechanism means Configured to initiate a recipient conversation client having 
tfior position, application, ank artifact equivalent to the application, artifact, and anchor 
position of the requesting conversation client; and 

an anchor identification means configured to identify other anchored conversations in the 
artifact of the recipient conversation client and to one of highlight, grey, and make invisible each, 
identified anchor based on a predetermined access/privacy setting. 



ananc 



48. 

within an 
an 

file type; 

a conversation 



communications 



anchor 



associated: 



application, 

an 
client is 

a cony 
conversation 

at 



least 



(Currently amended) A system for placing and maintaining anchored conversations 
artifact comprising a file havinjg a file type, the system comprising: 
application configured to access the artifact, wherein the application is associated with the 



client configured! to access said anchored conversation and to receive 
regarding a portion of the artifact, while the artifact is viewed within the 
therein the communications:are received from a party having access to the file; 

configured to identify a location within said artifact with which said conversation 
; [[and]] : 
ersation coordinator configjured to maintain a relationship between the anchor, the 
ient and the anchored conversation 
one conversation database accessible bv the conversation coordinator, said 



4li 



conversation database including a conversation history and access control data. 



wherein said conversation history [comprises: 
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i conversation elements meta data, including command invocations, anchor 
positions, anchor context, conversation state changes, and shared artifact version 

data; and ! 

i 

wherein said access control data Icomprises access control lists, user accounts, and user 



privileges. . 
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